APPENDIX II

invoked to account for the absence from Dhufar of such a plastic
family as the Lacertidae. A critical examination of the lists
given below shows that the Dhufar fauna has a strong Ethiopian
element, whereas that of the desert has a decided Palaearctic
facies; genera such as Psammophis, Atractaspsis and Bitis are
essentially Ethiopian, but Alsophylax, Phrynocephalus, Acantho-
dactylus and Malpolon are scarcely known outside the Palaearctic
region. It is difficult to avoid the suggestion that in Dhufar
there is a relic of the former population of Arabia, persisting
from the epoch when the Indian and Ethiopian regions were
faunistically one; desiccation destroyed this primitive fauna over
a large area, and the dry region was subsequently re-populated
from the north.

The species collected, and the approximate geographical ranges
of each are:

Qara Mountains and Dhufar Littoral.

Lizards: Geckoes, (i) Pristurus rupestris (Blanf.). Shahari: Ichera,
Ijeroh. Arabia, and Socotra to Sind. (2) Pristurus carteri
tuberculatus (Parker). Shahari: Budh. This species ranges from
Aden to Muscat, but three geographical races are recognisable,
one in the north-east, another in the south-west, and the third,
discovered by Mr. Bertram Thomas, from the southern slopes
of the Qara Mountains.

Agamas. (3) Agama sinaita (Heyden). Shahari: Zedakhait, Sida-
hait. From Libya and the Sudan to Syria and Muscat.

Skinks. (4) Chalcides ocellatus ocellatus (Forsk.). Shahari: Gemsh.
Algeria to Egypt, Syria, Cyprus, Crete, Greece, Arabia, Persia,
and Baluchistan.

Chameleon. ($)Chamaeleoncalcarifer(Ptttr$). Shahari: Shahabel.
Aden to Muscat.

Snakes: Colubrids (Harmless). (6) Coluber rhodorhachis (Jan).
Shahari: Difen, Ojem, or Shalthum. Egypt to Somaliland,
Arabia, Syria, Persia, Baluchistan, Transcaspia, and North-
west India. (7) Coluber thomasi (Parker). Shahari: Shalthum,
another of Mr. Thomas's discoveries; it is allied to C. variabilis
of the Aden hinterland and C. somalicus. (8) SpalerosopUs